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tyred. These points rightly call for consideration by those
who are contemplating putting clown rubber pavement
under more severe conditions, but they are by no means
conclusive evidence against the prospective longevity of
such pavement for street use. It may naturally be expected
that the wear and tear will bear some definite ratio to the
amount and severity of the traffic, points on which reliable*
data are yet wanting. Of course, with rubber at its prew.nt
price, the general use of rubber pavement is out of tho
question, though investors in rubber plantations, fearful of
over-production ten years hence, profess to see in the rubber
pavement a guarantee of sustained dividends. Somewhat
allied to the pavement is the rubber flooring, which, in tho
interlocking pattern, has recently attracted some attention.
In connection with this development the New York Packing
and Belting Company have been to the fore in America,
and we shall probably see it replacing linoleum in England
to some extent before long.
Eubber stair treads and mats have long been known. Of
late the demand for the latter has shown an increase, and
the quality of the rubber has been improved. Twenty
years ago it was a commonplace tale that the Saturday
sweepings in the rubber factory went into perambulator
tyres and door mats in the following week. There wits
exaggeration no doubt in this, but still the quality of thu
rubber formerly used was undeniably low. In making theme
mats the holes are machine or hand punched out of
calendered sheets built up to the required thieknoBB, vulcani-
zation being effected in the hydraulic press. Other
are moulded, taking their form from the vulcan
plate.